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Comparative Politics compares (or contrasts) political phenomenon in different periods and countries in order the generate theories and generalizations about politics. It can do this by comparing two or more cases, or it can focus on the analysis of a single case (which is, implicitly, being compared to all relevant cases). As such Comparative Politics is nothing more or less than the study of politics itself. What politics are, what makes politics different in different socio-economic settings and historical periods, the uses of comparative political analysis, and the larger global processes which structure politics in each country today are some of the themes of this course.
This course introduces students to the rich diversity of politics in the world today by studying one case each of three principal kinds of trajectories into the modern world. To each of these kinds of trajectories, in effect three broad kinds of historical experiences of the modern world, corresponds a broadly different historical evolution, form of government, political and party system, political economy and different types of political problems faced by each set of countries. We shall be studying  the oldest "modern" democracy and the first industrial capitalist country (Britain), a former socialist country in the throes of a painful and halting induction into the world of global capitalism (Russia); and one of the largest and  poorest developing countries which is, for all that, a liberal democracy (India). We shall be comparing the state-formations, political economy, governance and party systems, concluding by asking what is currently at stake in the politics of these countries. In this process we shall gain an initial idea of the diversities and commonalities which characterise the politics of the more than 200 nation-states of the world.  

Students will be encouraged and expected to acquire a good grasp of the essentials of these different systems and of the ideas and concepts - both the key political ideas governing political life in these countries, and the concepts we need for analyzing politics. The two cannot be separated. 

Readings:

The required readings are partly drawn from Mark Kesselman, Joel Kreiger and William Joseph (eds.) Introduction to Comparative Politics. It is available for purchase in the Campus Bookstore. Other readings, focussing more sharply on selected themes of importance to the general topic, are placed on Reserve.  Text book and the additional readings are equally important to the course and to doing well in it. All readings must be done before the Class Lectures and Tutorials on the topic.
Evaluation:
Final Exam    






40%

Mid Term Exam (in Class)
 18 October


20%

Essay Proposal due Week of 10 October in Tutorials
  5%

Essay due November 8 




25%

Tutorial Attendance and Participation


10%
The Mid-term Exam will be based on the readings and lectures covered under Topics 1, 2 and 3.
The Final Exam will cover the material of the whole course. It will be scheduled by the University. Please do not make any travel plans for December until you know the date of the exam. Both exams will require you to write essays and short notes on particular questions.

Guidelines for Essay Proposals and Essays will be distributed and the technique of writing both will be discussed in the Tutorial of the Week of September 26. The Essay Proposal and the Essay will be marked by your TA. The TA will also be available for consultation about how to research and write your essay. The TAs will be keeping office hours, to be announced, throughout the course and you are encouraged to take her/his help in conceiving your topic and conducting your research and writing and in order to clarify points raised during in readings, lectures or turorials.

Tutorials will be held throughout the course. There will be one each on each of the 6 topics of the course. For these tutorials you are required to have read all the readings beforehand and be ready to discuss questions which will be set for each of them and distributed in advance. There will also be one tutorial on the writing of essay proposals and essays, and one to review of the course before the Final Exam.

Attendance:

Attendance at Lectures and Tutorials is compulsory and any student absent without medical reason will be penalised at the rate of 2 marks per class missed. A bonus of 2 marks will be added to the total score of each student who maintains a high quality participation in classes. This decision will be made in consultations between the Instructor and the TAs.
OUTLINE
Topic 1:
What is to be Compared? Principal themes in Politics under ‘Globalization’ 
September 8, 13 and 15
*Kesselman, Krieger and Joseph, Part I

*Alan Freeman, ‘The Inequality of Nations’ from Alan Freeman and Boris Kagarlitzky (eds) The Politics of Empire, Pluto, London, 2004
*Ronaldo Munck, ‘Globalization and Democracy: A New “Great Transformation”?’, Annals of the American Academy, 581, May 2002.
Topic 2:
The Making of Modern States
September 20, 22, 27 and 29
*Kesselman, Krieger and Joseph, Britain, Ch. 1, India, Ch. 1 and Russia, Ch. 1

*Perry Anderson, “Origins of the Present Crisis” from English Questions

*Moshe Lewin, ‘Russia/USSR in Historical Motion’ An Essay in Interpretation’ from Russia/USSR/Russia:The Drive and Drift of a Superstate
*Robert Stern, “British Imperialism, Indian Nationalism and Muslim Separatism” Ch. 5 from R. Stern, Changing India
Topic 3:
Political Economy and Development
October 4, 6, 11 and 13
*Kesselman, Kreiger and Joseph, Britain Ch. 2, India, Ch. 2 and Russia Ch. 2

*Colin Leys, ‘British Politics in a global economy’, Chapter 2 of his Market Driven Politics: Neo-liberal Democracy and the Public Interest, Verso, London, 2001.
*Stanislav Menshikov, ‘The Anatomy of Russian Capitalism’, Challenge, Vol. 48, NO. 2, 2005
*Jayati Ghosh, ‘Liberalization Debates’ in Terence Byres (ed.) The Indian Economy: Major Debates Since Independence, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1998.

Topic 4:
States and Governance
October  20, 25, 27 and November 1
*Kesselman, Kreiger and Joseph, Britain, Ch. 3, India Ch. 3 and Russia Ch. 3.

*Colin Leys, Ch. 13, “The British State”, Politics in Britain
*Lilia Shevtsova, ‘The Limits of Bureaucratic Power’, Journal of Democracy, Vol. 15, No. 3, July 2004.
*Lloyd I. Rudolph and Suzanne Hoeber Rudolph, ‘Re-doing the Constitutional Design: From an interventionist to a regulatory state’ in Atul Kohli (ed.) The Success of Indian Democracy

Topic 5:
Parties, Representation and Legislation 

November 3, 8, 15 and 18
*Keselman, Krieger and Joseph, Britain Ch. 4, India Ch. 4 and Russia Ch. 4

*Goeran Therborn, “Into the 21st Century” New Left Review 10 (n.s.) July August 2001

*Peter Mair, “Partyless Democracy” from New Left Review 2, March-April 2000

*Susan Watkins, ‘A Weightless Hegemony’, New Left Review, 25, January-February 2004

*Michael McFaul and Nikolai Petrov, ‘What the Elections Tell us’, Journal of Democracy, Vol. 15, No. 3, July 2004.

*Radhika Desai, Forward March of Hindutva Halted?, New Left Review 30, November-December 2004

Topic 6:
Contemporary Trends
November 22, 24 and 29
*Kesselman, Kreiger and Joseph, Britain, Ch. 5, India Ch. 5 and Russia Ch. 5 

*David Baker, ‘Islands of the Mind: New Labour’s Defensive Engagement with Europe’ in Political Quarterly, Vol 76, No. 1, January 2005

*Nancy Holmstrom and Richard Smith, ‘The Necessity of Gangster Capitalism: Primitive Accumulation in Russia and China’, Monthly Review, Vol. 51, No. 9, February 2000

*Prabhat Patnaik, ‘On the Need for Providing an Employment Guarantee’, Economic and Political Weekly, January 15 2005.
LAST CLASS: December 1: Review for Final Exam by the TAs.

Schedule for Tutorials and Assignments:

	Week of 
	Topic of Tutorial

	September 12
	No Tutorial

	September 19
	Tutorial 1 on Topic 1:

What is to be Compared? Principal themes in Politics under ‘Globalization’

	September 26
	Tutorial 2 on Essay Proposal and Essay: Research and Writing.

	October 3
	Tutorial 3 on Topic 2: The Making of Modern States

	October 10
	Tutorial 4 on Topic 3: Political Economy and Development

Essay Proposals Due in Tutorials

	October 17
	Tutorial 5 on Topic 4: States and Governance

Graded Essay Proposals Returned in Turorials

	October 18
	Mid-term Exam 

Covering Topics 1, 2 and 3

	October 31
	Tutorial 6 on Topic 5: Parties, Representation and Legislation

	November 7
	No Tutorial 

	November 8
	Essays Due in Class

	November 14
	No Tutorial

	November 21
	Tutorial 7 on Topic 6: Contemporary Trends

	November 28
	Tutorial 8 on Review for Final Exam
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